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Thc figural rclics do not constitutc frcqucnt findings in the arca of thc Przcworsk cui turc. 
lt may bc thc rcason why thcy havc not bccn comprehcnsivcly rcscarchcd. Although thcy wcrc 
somctimcs takcn into considcration, thcy wcrc usually trcatcd as a thing of minor importancc in 
thc studics dcvotcd to othcr subjccts (Florkicwicz 2006) . Many rcscarchcrs cmphasisc that thc 
figural rclics arc not typical for thc Przcworsk culturc; thcrefore, as thcy suggcst, such objccts 
arc imports or borrowings from thc other culturc circlcs. 

So far, within thc arca of  thc Przcworsk cui turc from thc carly Roman period 1 O singlc 
figurincs and 2 vcsscls dccoratcd with figural ornamentations which can bc datcd to thc carly 
Roman period, havc bccn discovcrcd. Additionally, thcsc rclics can bc dividcd into two 
catcgorics :  anthropomorphic ligurincs and zoomorphic figurines (including ornitomorphic). 

Thc findings from thc burial ground in Chmicl6w Piaskowy and from thc scttlcmcnt in 
Wictrzno bclong to thc anthropomorphic figurincs catcgory. Thc objcct from Chmic16w 
Piaskowy rcprcscnts csscntially thc uppcr part of a vcry strongly bumt and dcfonncd vcsscl in 
thc fonn of a woman's  figminc (Fig. 1 : 1 ) .  Thc hcad is lcaning sidcwards as thc resuit of the fire 
intlucncc. On thc „top" part or thc hcad is thc groovc running around thc hcad, which 
prcsumably is a trace of a hcad band or a cap. On thc !cil sidc and on thc back or thc hcad thc 
sophisticatcd, now vcry dcfo1111cd hairstylc is  rccognizablc. On thc ncck thcrc is an a1tistic 
rcprcscntation or thc ncck 1ing. Thc brcasts or thcir rcmains havc bccn prcscrvcd. Thc right 
hand, bcnt at thc clbow, survivcd almost complctcly. Thcrc is only a trace or thc Iert am1 up to 
thc hand. Thc figurine holds thc pot with thc two-conc bclly and a curvcd rirn with both hands. 
Thc 1im scrvcd alsa as thc outlct lcading insidc thc anthropomorphic pot (Godlowski, Wichman 
1 998,  p. 23 ,  72). 

Thc hcad with thc piccc or thc torso is almost all  what has bccn Iert out or thc figurine 
from Wictrzno.  Thc low forchcad is dccoratcd with thc row or small hol lows limitcd by two 
shal low groovcs, mccting on thc tcrnplcs (Fig. 1 :2). Thc archcd row or hollows is situatcd on thc 
occiput and around thc thick carclcssly cxecutcd ncck. On the occiput thcrc arc two well-markcd 
conica! burnps . Bclow thc tcmpcr, al thc handle leve!, the slightly protruding bump with thc 
round hollow insidc (prcservcd on onc sidc only) can bc sccn. Thc similar bump was locatcd on 
thc othcr sidc or thc figurine ' s  hcad. Such a bump was brokcn o ff bcforc thc objcct was 
uncarthcd. On thc front or thc torso, bclow thc unmarkcd anns thcrc arc two shal low hollows 
(Janowski 1 959, p. 394). 

Thc othcr rcl ics arc thc zoornorphic rcprcscntations. From among thc isolatcd 
zoommphic figurincs, cight bcar traccs or brcaking an� which rnay suggcst that thcy did not 
rcprcsent thc separate artworks, yct thcy rnight constitutc a pa11 o f, for cxarnplc, a vesscl .  Thc 
rcrnaining figurines wcrc undoubtcdly separate mtworks. The findings from thc huria! ground in 
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Jakuszowicc and the burial ground in Sobocisko can bc included in the samc group. They are 
birds ' reprcscntations. Thc figurine from Jakuszowice is not a very realistic reprcscntation 
(Fig. 2 : 1 ) .  Howcvcr, the relic from Sobocisko was made quite carefully (Fig. 2 :2) .  Thc figurine 
has the opening on the back, which probably was connected by the linie channel with the second 
outlct on the forehcad of the bird. Unfortunately, the figurine was badly damaged in the time of  
discovery, so  its original appcarance remains uncertain. 

In casc or thc remaining rclics discovered within thc Przeworsk culturc arca, it is very 
probable that thcy were a part of the othcr objects. As it was mentioned above, the traces of  
breaking off suggest such a possibility. Some o f  these figurincs might be  a decoration ot� for 
cxample, a pot, such as in thc case of thc artefact from Wymyslowo (Fig. 3). lt alsa applies to 
the rclics from lgolomia (Fig. 4 : 1 ), Opat6w (Fig. 4 :2-3) or Strobin ( Fig. 4 :4) .  They represent 
mostly unspccificd faur-leg animals, as wcll as birds. A few of thesc figurines could be the 
fragments of thc lids, as in casc of thc rclics from Chmicl6w Piaskowy ( Fig. 1 : 1 ) ,  lgolomia 
(Fig. 4 : 1 ), Opat6w (Fig. 4:2-3), Strobin (Fig. 4 :4) or Wietrzno (Fig. 1 :2). R. Madyda-Legutko 
( 1 996) was thc first rcscarchcr who paid attcntion to such possibi lity, and alsa K .  Godlowski 
and T. Wichman ( 1 998) took it into considcration in the monograph dcvoted to the burial 
ground in Chmicl6w Piaskowy. Thc analogics to thc lids decorated with the figurines were 
found by thc rcscarchcrs in the Geto-Dacian matc1ials (Madyda-Lcgutko 1 996, p. 54; 
Godlowski, Wichman 1 998, p .  72). Within the range of  this cui turc, the artistic representation of 
riders as wcll as animals appcarcd (Bichir 1 973,  p .  1 54- 1 56). For example, on the lid from 
Cârlomăncşti thc wolf figmine was placcd (Sîrbu 1 987,  fig. 9 :7) .  The intcresting fact is that 
zoomorphic rcprcscntations in the artistic fonn werc alsa noticcd in case of pottcry, serving as 
handlcs (Bichir 1 973, pi .  CXXXIX: 1 -2, CXL: 1 -9; Bcrciu 1 98 1 ,  p i .  1 8 : 3 ,  7; 27 :2) .  

In addition to  that, thc findings from Gac  and Wyrnysl6w are cxccptionally interesting. 
In thc burial ground in Gac thc decorative vcsscl was uncarthcd, which probably had the shape 
of a standing ox with thc cylindrical hale on its back (Fig. 5 : 1) .  Only a hale and an 
schcrnatically cxccutcd ox hcad wcrc prcscrvcd. Thc homs were damagcd; the eyes wcre 
rnarked with two prcsscd points, and thc muzzle is pcrforated in order to pour a smal l trickle of  
fluid. Thc clay ox  hcad, which mast probably was  a part of  a zoomorphic vcsscl, cornes from the 
huria! place in Wymyslowo (Fig. 5 :2) .  The hcad is empty inside, with thc outlet at the 
cylind1ically shaped rnuzzle. Two smal l hollows mark thc cycs. Thc homs (one broken oft) 
grow on thc line constituting prolongation of  thc napc of thc ncck. The head is dccorated with 
incised lincs:  two lincs arc running from thc bottorn or the homs through the forehcad; similarly, 
two l ines from thc middle of thc forchead arc running to the bottom of the muzzle, on the upper 
part and the othcr two - from thc homs to thc muzzle on thc sidcs . The groovc is running around 
the bottorn of thc muzzle. Thc hcad is brokcn off al the end of the ncck, in the p lace where 
probably the lowcr part of thc vcsscl once was. Duc to the fact that thcse figurines have the 
opening in thc muzzle, it scems that thcy may bc a part of vessels serving for drinking or 
pouring iluids. Thc hcads may fonn the rim of the vcssels. The similar vcsscls arc known from 
the Geto-Dacian sitcs, for cxarnple in Răcătău and Poiana (Sîrbu 2003, fig. 5 :  1 ,  2) . They belong 
to the „kcmos" type pottery, in thc cubica! fonn with thc channcl serving for pouring (Sîrbu 
2003 , p. 90) . Although animal figurines such as thosc on thcse vessels have no outlets through 
which fluid could be pourcd, thc cylindrical outlct discovered in Gac suggests the similar 
solutions. 

The rclics or the Przeworsk culture occurrcd alsa in the settlements and in the burial 
grounds. However, rnuch more artefacts were discovered in the burial sites. The apparent 
disproportion rcgarding the types of figurincs can be obscrvcd. Only two from ten similar relics 
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arc anthropomorphic; thc rcrnaining cight constitutcs zoornorphic representations (cattle and 
birds ), prcdorninantly oxcn rcprescntations. Thcre is no precise distinction betwecn them either. 
In burial grounds, as wcll as in settlcrncnts, both types of rcpresentations are mct. However, 
more zoomorphic figurincs are found in grave complexes. Considering this fact, it is thought 
that the figural images wcre rnade in connection with bcliefs or magica! rites. lt is sti l l  unclear 
whcthcr it rclatcs in any way to thc degrec of thc figurines dcstruction. They might be damaged 
intcntionally, or maybc thc damagcs occurrcd as the resuit of the actions after their deposition . 

The purposc of thcsc objccts is unknown. They are somctimes interpreted as children 
toys. Somc of thcm rnay bc the tools dcsigncd for making sound or musical instruments. The 
omitomorphic figurine from the butia! ground in Sobocisko ( Fig. 2 : 2) may serve as an 
instrument - it miginally could be a rattle or cvcn a whistle. The similar assumptions could be 
supported by the fragmentarily prcscrvcd clay omitomorphic figurine from Igolomia ( Fig. 4 : 1 ) .  
l t  is  empty insidc, with thc holc situatcd in  the tai ! .  l ts discovcrcr suggcsted that it could be  a 
„musical instrument". The Polish archacologist, prof T. Malinowski expresses thc analogica! 
assumptions regarding thc ox hcad from the butia! ground in Wymyslowo (Malinowski 1 999, p. 
55). Howcvcr, thc prcvious conclusions on thc subjcct of the relic from this site now seem to be 
more rational .  

The above-mcntioncd pot dccorated with the figurative ornamcntation originating from 
thc burial  ground in Opat6w is a cornpletcly diffcrent relic. lts hand is made of clay, strongly 
burnt and pai1ly dcfom1cd in the fire of funcral pyrc, which makes its reconstruction 
considcrably di tlicult (Fig. 6). Its uppcr pai1 with the rnarked curved outsidc rim and the 
zoomorphic shapcd handlc has bccn prcscrvcd; the lower bottom of the handle was probably 
running to thc maximum bulgc of thc bclly, dccoratcd with the bclt of omamentation made of 
thc obliquc groovcs. The othcr shcrd of this vcsscl constitutcs a pa11 of  the round belly with the 
ribbon-likc, tlutcd handlc. Jn the uppcr pai1 of thc handle is the ncxt area of the fragmcntarily 
prcscrvcd ornamcntation in thc fonn of thc regular circular hollows 1 1  mm in diametcr, 
sutToundcd by inciscd archcs (Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Telega 2003 , p .  

' 2 1 0). 
The artistic rclics wcre also found in thc late Roman sites of thc Przeworsk culture. ln 

thc scttlcmcnt in R6zyce-Stara Wics (Fig. 7 : 1 )  thc animal figurine - a mole or a piglet - was 
discovcrcd (Wiklak 1 995, p. 1 68) .  Jn thc scttlcmcnt in Jakuszowice the artistic rcprescntation of 
a roostcr ( Fig. 7 :2), probably constituting an clement of the zoomorphic pitchcr, wheel made, 
was uncarthed (Rodzinska-Nowak 2003 , p .  335) .  A very similar object ( Fig. 7:3) comcs from 
the burial ground in Opat6w (RodziI'lska-Nowak 2003 , p .  336). Moreover, in the burial ground 
in Spicymierz (Kictlinska, D<ţbrowska 1 963, p. 1 83)  the piecc of the ox figurine was discovercd 
(Fig. 8 : 1 ) .  Thc clay head of an ox (Fig. 8 : 2) werc found in the scttlcment in Zofipole 
(Dobrza{1ska 2000, p .  48) and a head of horse (Fig. 8 :3) were found in the scttlement in 
Igolomia (Buratynski 1 976, p. 1 05 - 1 07, fig .  1 6 ; DobrzaI'lska 1 990 1 ,  p .  43, pi. XXXVIII : 8 ;  1 9902, 
p .  60, 8 1  ). Thc attcntion could bc paid a Iso to thc figurine from Alcksandrowicc, site 2 ( Fig. 9), 
discovcrcd in thc upper part or thc fiii of thc late Roman (Naglik 2000, p .  49; 200 1 ,  p. 32 1 ) . 
Only the uppcr pai1 of thc figurine was prcservcd; thc lcgs wcre brokcn off at tights levei .  lts 
trunk and hcad wcre modclled from onc piccc or clay, whcrcas the hollows made with fingers 
markcd thc cycs, thc mouth and thc navei .  Additionally, the navei was fillcd with the Jump of 
clay. Thc hands wcrc glucd, and iingcrs and hair were schematically incised with a comb. From 
thc arca or thc Przcworsk culturc thc handmade pottery decorated with the cngraved figural 
moti fs, both zoo- and anthropomorphic, arc known (Bugaj ,  Makiewicz 1 995) .  Al i  these above­
mentioncd relics originate from thc burial grounds. Thus, on thc basis or such cvidence, it is  
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assumcd that thcsc figural rcprcscntations wcrc probably conncctcd with the belicfs or magical 
rites (Madyda-Legutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p .  2 1 3 ; Rodzii1ska-Nowak 
2003 , p. 33 7). Additionally, the similar figurative moti fs, al so in a1tistic fonns, were shown on 
the pottcry from thc territory of thc Elbian culturc circle as well as from thc southcm part of 
Scandinavia (Bugaj ,  Makicwicz 1 995 , p .  1 1 7- 1 1 8 ;  Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, 
Zag6rska-Telega 2003 , p. 2 1 3) .  

The reprcscntations of  human figurincs from the Roman limes arc hardly cvcr found in 
the tcrritory of Barbaricum. Thus, searching for analogies in Geto-Dacian world, inter alia, 
secms to be logical .  Analogics for thc prcscntcd findings can bc found in many sites bclonging 
to thc Geto-Dacian cultural circle. Thc separate artistic figurines, in addition to birds 
rcprescntations, show othcr animals, as wcll as more or )css reali stic human figurines (Vulpe 
1 927- 1 929, fig. 1 20 :2-4; Babeş 1 977, p .  336-340, fig. 1 1 , 1 2 ; Sîrbu 1 987, fig. 8, 9 :4). 

Thc anthropomorphic relics from the tcnitory of  Romania (Geto-Dacian) arc madc of 
clay more carelcssly. Cuts, prcssings and hol lows mark the dctails  of a human body (Dupoi, 
Sîrbu 200 1 , p .  87, fig. 1 05 ;  1 09). In  principie, the sex o f the figurine was not markcd. According 
to thc Romanian rescarchers, al l  kinds of puncturcs and perforations on thc figmincs suggcst thc 
"black magic" practices (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 l ,  p. 87) . 

As far as zoomorphic rcprcscntations arc conccmed, in mast cascs thcy are dirticult to 
idcnti ty .  Although they wcrc madc more carefu lly, thcy rarcly have fcaturcs suggesting thcir 
gcnus (species), such as, for cxamplc,  ox homs (Dupoi, Sîrbu 200 1 ,  p. 87 ,  fig. 1 06 ;  1 1  O). 

11 is intcrcsting that in thc tcnitory of Rornania figurincs wcrc discovcrcd insidc houses, 
clase to the clay altars or hcarths (fircplaccs) ,  quitc o ftcn in thc invcntorics together with thc 
othcr artefacts, such as for cxarnple rniniaturc pottcry, rattlcs, exotic shclls or tmtoisc carapaces 
(Sîrbu 1 993 , p .  1 29- 1 75 ;  Sîrbu 2006, p .  67, fig. 43-44). They wcrc alsa found as "dcposits" in 
clay pots and houschold objccts. Thcy wcrc very rarcly discovcrcd in gravcs, and no figurincs 
were rcgistercd "in situ" in thc Geto-Dacian tcmplcs (Sîrbu 2006, p. 69) . 

In  thc proccss of dating thc figmincs from thc tcITitory of Romania two time horizons arc 
takcn into account. The first is thc period bctwccn 1 3111 and 51h ccntury B .C . ;  cmTcntly ovcr 300 
anthropomorphic figurincs and over 250 zoomorphic figurincs arc known. Thc sccond hmizon 
corrcsponds to the period bctwccn 4111 ccntury B.C. and i s1 century A.D. ; more thcn 380 
anthropomorphic and over 1 00 zoomorphic figuri nes arc known from this period (Sîrbu 1 993, p .  
58-70; Sîrbu 2006, p. 68-69) . 

Thc figurative art was alsa rcnowned in thc Sannatian cnvironmcnt. During thc first 
ccnturies A.D.  thc vcsscls with thc zoomorphic handlcs appcarcd in thc rcgion strctching from 
thc northcm coast of the B lack Sca to Central Asia (Abramova 1 969; Madyda-Lcgutko, 
Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) .  11 should bc cmphasiscd that thc animal 
omamcntation is typical for nomadic tribcs living in thc Bronzc Agc and thcrcaftcr. Zoomorphic 
dccoration of thc Sannatian pottcry, known from 1 si ccntury B .C„ probably dc1ivcs li·orn the 
decorative stylc which was originally uscd in ornamcntation of thc si lvcr and gold products 
(Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzi1'lska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) .  Thus, thc round hol lows 
surroundcd by cngravcd archcs, such as those on thc pot from Opat6w ( Fig. 6), sccms to bc, in 
the opinion of thc authors, thc distant rciCrcncc to dccorations of thc metal vcsscls known in thc 
Caucasian and Pontic zoncs in thc sccond half of thc 1 st millcnnium B.C .  and in thc first 
centuri cs A.D .  (Madyda-Lcgutko, Rodzi1'lska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Tclcga 2003, p. 2 1 4) . 

As it was mcntioncd abovc, thc figurative rclics arc not typical for thc Przcworsk culturc. 
For that reason it is intcrcsting to consider how thc findings typical for thc Geto-Dacian culture 
- since therc arc mast analogics - got to the invcntorics of thc Przcworsk culture communitics. 
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Thus, the possibility that they were imported should be taken into consideration. The attention 
could be paid to the fact that although such findings were present in the Dacian culture circles, 
they are completely unknown in the area of the Lipice culture. So far, the similar relics have not 
been found in the mixed Celtic-Dacian horizon in Slovakia or within the Puchowska culture 
area, which also possesses Dacian substratum. However, they were discovered in the stronghold 
in Malaja Kopanja in the Transcarpathian Ukraine (Kotigorosko 1 995, p. 1 02, fig. 5 1 :  1 ), but 
they are mainly known from the territory of the present Romania, among others from the site in 
Răcătău (Sîrbu 2003 , fig. 7 :2). A small number of zoo- and anthropomorphic figurines found in 
the area of the Przeworsk culture presence may attest that they were transported from the other 
regions as a resuit of trade exchange or as loots or gifts. The local imitation of the objects, which 
must have been known by the population of the Przeworsk culture cannot be excluded either. 
Due to lack of the similar findings within the Lipice culture area, it seems that this territory 
should be excluded as an area serving as the intermediary in transferring the similar impulses. 
On the map of the distribution of this kind of findings, no area can be distinguished where an 
accumulation of the similar relics can be noticed (Fig. 10). Such figurines are found in the 
southeastem Poland, as well as in Greater Poland and Silesia. It appears that the lack of the 
similar relics on the area of the Lipice culture and in the territory of Slovakia may indicate that 
the analogical elements were transferred into the circle of the Przeworsk culture directly, 
without their distinctive intermediation. Thus, the direct transfer of the similar relics from the 
area for which they were typical could be considered. Now, the question arises: are those 
figurines the evidence of the physical presence of Dacians in the Przeworsk culture area or are 
they only the evidence of the wide-spread influence of the Geto-Dacian cui ture? 
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Fig. 1 .  Anthropomorphic figurines : 1 Chmiel6w Piaskowy, Ostrowiecki district ( after 
Godlowski, Wichman 1 998); 2 - Wietrzno, Krosno district (after Madyda-Legutko 1 996). 
Fig. 2 .  Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district (after Godlowski 1 992); 2 
Sobocisko, Olawa district (after Malinowski 1 999). 

2 

4 

Fig. 3 .  Vessel decorated with the figurative ornamentation: Wymyslowo, Gostyn district (after 
Jasnosz 1 952). 
Fig. 4. Zoomorphic figurines :  1 Igolomia, Krak6w district, size unknown (after Malinowski 
1 999); 2-3 Opat6w, Klobuck district (after Godlowski 1 966); 4 Strobin, Wielun distirct (after 
Abramek 1 982). 
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Fig. 5 .  Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Gac, Przeworsk district, size unknown· (after Hadaczek 1 909?); 
2 Wymyslowo, Gostyil district ( after Malinowski 1 999). 
Fig. 6. Vessel decorated with the figurative omamentation: Opat6w, Klobuck district (after 
Madyda-Legutko, Rodzinska-Nowak, Zag6rska-Telega 2003). 
Fig. 7. Zoomorphic figurines : 1 R6±yce-Stara Wies, Lowicz district (after Wiklak 1 995); 2 
Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district (after Rodzinska-Nowak 2003); 3 Opat6w, Klobuck district 
(after Rodziitska-Nowak 2003). 
Fig. 8. Zoomorphic figurines: 1 Spicymierz, Turek district (after Kietlinska, D<ţbrowska 1 963); 
2 Zofipole, Krak6w district (after Dobrzanska 2000); 3 Igolomia, Krak6w district (after 
Dobrzanska 1 990). 
Fig. 9. Anthropomorphic figurine: Aleksandrowice, Krak6w district (after Naglik 200 1 ). 
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Fig. 1 0. Sites of the Przeworsk culture with figural relics from the early Roman period from 
territory of Poland: 1 Chmie16w Piaskowy, Ostrowiecki district, Swi((tokrzyskie voivodeship; 2 
Gac, Przeworsk district, Podkarpackie voivodeship; 3 Igolomia, Krak6w district, Malopolskie 
voivodeship; 4 Jakuszowice, Kazimierza district, Swi((tokrzyskie voivodeship; 5 Opat6w, 
Klobuck district, Sl<iskie voivodeship; 6 Sobocisko, Olawa district, Dolnosl<iskie voivodeship; 
7 Strobin, Wielun district, L6dzkie voivodeship; 8 Wietrzno, Krosno district, Podkarpackie 
voivodeship; 9 Wymyslowo, Gosty:ll district, Wielkopolskie voivodeship. 
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